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Factorial PROC
push ebp
mov ebp, esp
mov eax, [ebp+8]
cmp eax, O

ja L1l
mov eax, 1
jmp L2
Ll:
dec eax
push eax
call Factorial
ReturnFact:
mov ebx, [ebp+8]
mul ebx
L2:
pop ebp
ret 4

Factorial ENDP
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February 3, 1976 i

An Open Letter to Hobbyists

To me, the most critical thing in the hobby market right now
is the lack of good software courses, books and software itself.
Without good software and an owner who understands programming, a
hobby computer is wasted. Will quality software be written for the
hobby market?

Almost a year ago, Paul Allen and myself, expecting the hobby
market to expand, hired Monte Davidoff and developed Altair BASIC.
Though the initial work took only two months, the three of us have
spent most of the last year documenting, improving and adding fea-
tures to BASIC. Now we have 4K, 8K, EXTENDED, ROM and DISK BASIC.
The value of the computer time we have used exceeds $40,000.

The feedback we have gotten from the hundreds of people who
say they are using BASIC has all been positive. Two surprising
things are apparent, however. 1) Most of these "users" never bought
BASIC (less than 10% of all Altair owncrs have bought BASIC), and
2) The amount of royalties we have received from sales to hobbyists
makes the time spent of Altair BASIC worth less than $2 an hour.

Why is this? As the majority of hobbyists must be aware, most
of you steal your software. Hardware must be paid for, but soft-
ware is something to share. Who cares if the people who worked on
it get paid?

Is this fair? One thing you don't do by stealing software is
get back at MITS for some problem you may have had. MITS doesn't
make money selling software. The. royalty paid to us, the manual,
the tape and the overhead make it a break-even operation. One thing
you do do is prevent good software from being written. Who can af-
ford to do professional work for nothing? What hobbyist can put
3-man years into programming, finding all bugs, documenting his pro-
duct and distribute for free? The fact. is, no one besides us has
invested a lot of money in hobby software. We have written 6800
BASIC, and are writing 8080 APL and 6800 APL, but there is very lit-
tle incentive to make this software available to hobbyists. Most
directly, the thing you do is theft.

What about the guys who re-sell Altair BASIC, aren't they mak-
ing money on hobby software? Yes, but those who have been reported
to us may lose in the end. They are the ones who give hobbyists a
bad name, and should be kicked out of any club meeting they shkow up
at.

I would appreciate letters from any one who wants to pay up, or

has a suggestion or comment. Just write me at 1180 Alvarado SE, #114,

Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87108. Nothing would please me more than
being able to hire ten programmers and deluge the hobby market with

good software. EM /‘7‘@—

Bill cates
General Partner, Micro-Soft

Coral pdl delion &y ghati s
daean il luolal) dalas

allas §guii AT&T ds i - 1971
UNiX st g Jadedsil

g - 1974
Al asanil

Fiomaasll ol ga ol ddl ) a0 g g ySale

Jbhieh gl TS e pas o e pgian
dylad daclus wilaiie Ll

soadi yiguas alls Joi (B

@a‘ﬂldséb'u‘ S5l y J‘9L\ {ASA.” 1981
Jﬁ'dﬁ‘“‘“?‘d"6| Saaill ¢ l.\‘ﬁ‘g.ﬂ




Cral ol delis &y ghai s

* o

5 yadl gl pdl g i AN Dl

1991 & 9725 a g0 uadld g (o gl dla

Hello everybody out there using minix - ! C.’:‘j‘ ny‘ | o o 1983

I'm doing a (free) operating system (just a hobby, o ee v .
won't be big and professional like gnu) for 386 (486) AT .&:\-‘J\-\‘ M
clones. This has been brewing since april, and is starting ¢
to get ready. I'd like any feedback on things people
like/dislike in minix, as my OS resembles it somewhat (same
physical layout of the file-system (due to practical

reasons) among other things) . GNU 3;9 &3J"""° d)UaM; - 1983

I've currently ported bash(1.08) and gcc(1.40), and
things seem to work. This implies that I'll get something
practical within a few months, and I'd like to know what

features most people would want. Any suggestions are GPL Ml’-" 3:\% M.AJ bﬁﬁ - 1989

welcome, but I won't promise I'll implement them :-)

Linus (torvalds@kruuna.helsinki.fi)

~ Y o s
PS. Yes - it's free of any minix code, and it has a UUS-\J JT)LHU-‘-” el-b-\-l J‘Ml Jj' - 1991

multi-threaded fs. It is NOT portable (uses 386 task .
switching etc), and it probably never will support anything Llnux
other than AT-harddisks, as that's all I have :-(.

—Linus Torvalds
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GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE
Version 1, February 1989
Copyright (C) 1989 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
51 Franklin St, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301
USA
Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies

of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.
Preamble

The license agreements of most software companies try to keep users
at the mercy of those companies. By contrast, our General Public
License is intended to guarantee your freedom to share and change free
software--to make sure the software is free for all its users. The
General Public License applies to the Free Software Foundation's

software and to any other program
You can use it for your programs,

When we speak of free software,
price. Specifically, the General
sure that you have the freedom to

software, that you receive source

whose authors commit to using it.
too.

we are referring to freedom, not
Public License is designed to make
give away or sell copies of free
code or can get it if you want it,

that you can change the software or use pieces of it in new free

programs;

To protect your rights, we need

and that you know you can do these things.

to make restrictions that forbid

anyone to deny you these rights or to ask you to surrender the rights.
These restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you
or 1f you modify it.

distribute copies of the software,
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